
      
December 18, 2014 

NOTICE OF DECISION 
 

Certification of Environmental Impact Report 
Approval of Sign Variances 

Approval of Development Permit 
 

195 Hegenberger Road, Oakland, CA 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: The Port of Oakland (Port) Permit Hearing Officers (PHOs) 
have reviewed and evaluated all of the evidence in the record and have received expert 
testimony and public comment and, based on substantial evidence in the record, the Port’s 
Permit Hearing Officers have exercised their independent judgment to certify the 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), approve the sign variances, and approve the 
Development Permit Application for Private Property on 195 Hegenberger Road, 
Oakland, CA in a written decision dated December 18, 2014.  This Notice of Decision, 
providing public notice of the PHOs’ decision, has been distributed to interested parties and 
posted on the Port’s web site. 
 
Background 
 
The Port of Oakland is the local land use authority for the Oakland Airport Business Park, a 
400-acre business park located in proximity to Oakland International Airport.  The project 
applicant proposes to construct a 140-room hotel intended to serve patrons of Oakland 
International Airport. The five-story hotel would occupy an 84,953-square-foot (sq. ft.) (1.95 
acres) interior lot set back approximately 270 feet west of Hegenberger Road and 
approximately 390 feet northeast of Pardee Drive. Vehicular access to the site would be 
provided by recorded driveway easements from both Hegenberger Road and Pardee Drive.  
 
The proposed building would have a footprint of 19,380 sq. ft. and would provide a total 
building area of 95,927 sq. ft. Based on the total area of the site, the building would have a 
floor area ratio (FAR) of 1.13. In addition to 140 guest rooms, the hotel would include a 1,035 
sq. ft. meeting room with a capacity of 69 seats, a full-service restaurant, a bar/lounge, a small 
gym with exercise equipment, an outdoor swimming pool, and an outdoor patio. The building 
would also provide an employee break room, laundry, food preparation area, offices, 
miscellaneous work areas, electrical and mechanical rooms, various storage rooms, and 151 
vehicle surface parking spaces. 
 
Environmental Review Process 
 
The Port, as Lead Agency, circulated the Notice of Preparation for the EIR and the Initial 
Study Checklist from March 3, 2014 to April 3, 2014 to invite comments on the scope and 
content of the EIR. The Port held a scoping workshop on March 19, 2014.  Comments 
received were taken into consideration during the preparation of the draft EIR. 



 
The Port released the Draft EIR for public review from June 18, 2014 to August 4, 2014.  
Three written comment letters were received.  The Final EIR with responses to comments was 
sent to all commenters on September 18, 2014 and posted on the Port’s website on September 
22, 2014.   
 
On October 6, 2014, the Port conducted a public hearing for the PHOs to consider certifying 
the EIR and approving the development permit.  Seven public speakers provided comments 
during the October 6, 2014 hearing.  The PHOs considered the comments and continued the 
public hearing to allow for further testimony and consideration of the issues raised.   
 
In response to the comments received during the October 6, 2014 hearing, the project 
applicant revised the main floor plans to clarify and confirm its compliance with the full-
service restaurant requirement, pursuant to the Land Use and Development Code for the 
Oakland Airport Business Park.  Also, Port staff and its expert consultants conducted a traffic 
circulation analysis of the private access driveways at Hegenberger Road and Pardee Drive to 
address traffic and safety comments raised by commenters regarding these two locations.  The 
revised main floor plan, traffic circulation analysis, along with a notice of the second public 
hearing, were distributed to commenters and other public stakeholders on November 12, 
2014. 
 
A second public hearing was held on December 2, 2014 for the PHOs to consider certifying 
the EIR, approving the sign variances, and approving the Development Permit.  Four public 
speakers provided comments during the hearing.  After receiving evidence and testimony, the 
PHOs took the matter under submission.   
 
A comment received during the December 2nd hearing questioned the employee count 
described by the project applicant (15 employees).  The commenter asserted that other hotels 
of a similar size had at least 30 employees.  The commenter asserted that if the project 
applicant hired additional employees, those additions would increase greenhouse gas 
emissions above the threshold of significance.  Port staff, with the assistance of its 
consultants, reviewed the CEQA analysis conducted in the draft EIR and concludes that even 
with an addition of a few employees to the project applicant’s proposed employee count, there 
would be no exceedances in significant thresholds to greenhouse gas emissions (or traffic, air 
quality, or noise).  Written responses to this comment can be found on the Port’s website at: 
http://www.portofoakland.com/environment/publications.aspx#Hegenberger.   
 
The written decision to certify the EIR, approve the sign variances, and approve the 
development permit was made on December 18, 2014. 
 
Appeal of PHOs’ Decision 
 
Any person excepting to the PHOs’ decision may appeal to the Board of Port Commissioners 
by filing with the Secretary of the Board a written notice of such appeal setting forth the 
specific grounds thereof, and by paying to John Betterton, Secretary of the Board (530 Water 
Street, Oakland, CA 94607 or jbetterton@portoakland.com), the $750 administrative appeal 
fee.  A Notice of Appeal must be filed within fourteen (14) days after issuance of the Notice 
of Decision (by January 5, 2015).  Absent an administrative appeal, the PHOs’ decision 
becomes final fifteen (15) days after issuance of this Notice of Decision (January 6, 2015). 
Any failure to file an administrative appeal will be a complete bar to judicial review. 

http://www.portofoakland.com/environment/publications.aspx%23Hegenberger
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Port Contact Information 
 
For questions about the Development Permit, contact Port Permit Coordinator Joe Marsh, at 
(510) 627-1480 or jmarsh@portoakland.com.  For questions about the Environmental Impact 
Report, contact Port Associate Environmental Scientist Colleen Liang, at (510) 627-1198 or 
cliang@portoakland.com. 
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